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In Cuyahoga, the First Suburbs Consortium has created a
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At least a dozen communities in Hamilton County say that
they're in.

"I think it'll provide us with a voice we don't currently have,"
Silverton City Manager Mark Wendling said. "There's
strength in numbers."

Dave O'Leary, a longtime Deer Park official, said suburban
leaders are taking the First Suburbs effort seriously
because the state may reduce its traditional funding for
local governments.

"Our budget can't take another hit," said Deer Park's
safety-service director.
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